The River Barow ise in the Slieve Bloom mountains and flows 190 kms. south

tothe sea at Waterfod estuary. It s Irland’s second lagestriver and dras a vast
atea of Ireland’s midlands. Tn anient Ireand ivrs were important channel of
communication and the River Barow ws travered by  fod nea o where the own
of Athy isnow located. The ford wasthe st of many batls between feuding tribes
from Munser and Leinster and the Annals of Clonmacnoise gives detals of these
parties bating atth ford on the River Barrow during the reign of Felimy, the Law
Giver 111AD to 119AD. In that bttle Ae,the son of Deargbhal the foster of Bochy
Finn, was Killd and thereafer the ford bore his name and the village which was
founded inthe Jater end of the 128 century was called Ath Ae meaning the ford of
Ae.

The ford on the River Barrow again feaured when the Dalcassians and the warriors
of Desmond retuming from the Batle of Clonarfin 1014 sqared up o each oher
before the courage of the Dalcasians prompted the men of Desmond fo wihdray,
Keating in bis history of Irland tells us that th Dalcassians slaked their thirst with

iver water atthe Ford of Ae.

Afer the Normans landed in 1169 they traveled by boats up the River Barrow and
wilhina short time mostof Leinste passed int the hands of Richard de Clare, Bar
of Pembroke, beter known as Strongbow. Normal fortifcatons were soon rected at
thecrossng poins nthe River Barrow at Ardreigh, Ath Ae and Rheban and vilages
developd i cach of these ocations. The rignalcastle in Woodstock was ercted
in or about 1215 and represented the carliest building in what we now know as the
fown of Athy. The castl’s osition with the Rver Barrow o fs rear and an exensive
wwood {0 the front made the Norman forress almost impregnable and was wel sited o

protectthe Ford over which t was o stand for many centurics.

The Norman setfement was by the 13% century the locatin of  monasery of the
Order of Crouched Friars and in 1257 the Dominican Order etablishe thei riary o
the east bank ofth River Barow. River weirs were important sourcesof food forthe
inhabitants of th arca and the Dominicans and the Crouched Prias both had el wers
wihich were he cause of rivalry between the two religious houses. This culminated in
Court proceedings in 1347 when several members of the Crouched Frars ncluding
Thomas the Chaplain, John the prior and Friar Martn of Athy, with others, were
indicted forcallng by nightto the fshing weirs belonging to the Dominicans and by
force of arms taking avay a net with fish, the property of the Dominican Friar, to the
valug of 100 shilings.

RIVER BARROW

The veir existed for many more years for in 1601 Patck Cullen received from the
Queens of England ‘o weirs a Athy pon the River Barrow for taking ees’, part of
the property of the Crouched Frars,

Prior o the building of the Grand Canal which was extended o Athy in 1791
the River Barrow was an important means of communicaion with the seaport of
Wateford. Whil th Barrow as navigable i the early medieal period, the building
of weirs acrossthe river for fishing and milling prompte the passing of an Act of
Parlament n 1537 making it legal o build a wei without puting 2 flashlock o
the weirto allow boats to pass. In the arly part ofthe 1§ cenfury the Irish House
of Commons sought to improve navigaion on the River Barrow, but without any
reat suceess. A Barrow Navigaton company was incorporated in 1790 and from
then marks the beginning of the commercial use of the River Barmow south of Athy
for bringing mported goods from the Continent and Great Brtain to Athy harbour
through the port of Waterford.

The Crom A Boo Bridge inthe cenire of Athy named afterhe Fitzerald familybatle
cry wesbuit in 179 by James Delahunty, knight of the trowel. South ofthe bridge
at it juncton with the Grand Canal s the one horse bridge which s the narrowest
masonry bridge over the River Barrow. 1t was built i or about 1791 to allow horses

pullng canal boatsto cross from the Grand Canal onto the Barmoy; navigaion

A major drainage scheme was caried out on the River Barrow between 1926 and
1934, Much of the river' catchment aea around Athy was subjetto flocing and
to aleiate same the Commissiones for public works decpened and widened the
river channel. The headquarters ofthe Drainage Scheme was located in the former
Hannons Mill in Athy and upwiards of 800 men worked on the scheme at onefme:

The River Barow at Athy is  notable coarse fising venue offeing a great vriey
of angling experiences with some of the best pike, perch and roach fishng in
Ireland.  The towpath on the Barrow Navigaton south of Athy offrs qiet rffc
fre¢ walloays through the countryside which support a vared range of plants and
animals and important wildife habitas. Indeed many of the species once common
throughout the Irsh counyside but which are now declining as a resultof modem
farming methods sll thrive along the banks of the River Barrow:




