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On 2 June 1772 the Grand Canal company was formed o build a canal as a pivate

venture{oconneet withthe Rver Barrow. By 1779 thefrst 12 miles of the Canal out

of Dublin was built and one year aer the Canal reached Sallns. By 1786 the Canal
was extended {0 Monasterevin and as orgially planned the Canel and the River
Barmow were joined there.However,the River Barrow from Monasterevin to Athy,
proved difficlt to navigae and s the Grand Canal was continued o Athy in 1791

and it was there tht the river and canalconnection s fnally made

Passenger ervices o the Grand Canal commenced n 1778 and canal company hotels
wete opened atPortobello Dublinand Robertstown. The hotla he canalharbour in
Athy which was opened in o aboutthe 1790 catred for canal passengers, but there
i5 0 evidenc that it was a Grand Canal company. The boats and the main stopping
places were supplied with locks o ensre stict adherenceto punctaliy. Inthe year
of Rebellon i 1798 i was noted that the Grand Canal company’s clock at the local
Harbour was the only public clock in Athy. Trventy years late the company ordered

that the Athy clock be kept ten minutes slovw so that boats amiving at Robertstown

would be n tme to allow passengers to change boats.

Portobello Harbour was the main ferminus in Dublin for passenger boats. The Canal
boat lft Portobello cach morming at 5.00 am. for Athy on a jbﬁmey which would
fake 13 hours, The Athy boat for Dubln also lef the local harbour at 5,00 am. each
moming The joumej fme was improved in-1834 when iy boats’, pulled by four
horses, wer it employed onthe Dublin Ay oute. The jouney fime was reduced
{011 hours, with the canal boats leaving Portobello at 10 am Th passenger
boat ervic o Athy ceasd on 31 March 1847 followingth eale opening of the

ribvay v between Dublin g Carow.

Wt i refered o2 the Barrow Lin of the Grand Canal o the main Grand Canal
a short disance elow the 19 Lok at Lowown. It pases through Rathangan and
Monasteevin before enteing Aty af the 268 lock at Cardenon. The 27% fock at
Lennons Bridge soon follows befre reaching the finl lock, ock 28 on the Grand

Canal where it joinsth Rivr Barow in Ay,

E GRAND CANAL

The aival o the Grand Canal to Athy in 1791 coupld with th improvemens inthe

Barrow Navigaion brought huge commercial advantages in their wake fo the fown

of Athy. Goods coud now be brought from and sentto Dublin with rlaive ease and

a5  consequence the commercial and e [ife of Athy improved. Employmemlwas
cnhanced with several families who would in time become synonymous with Canal
boating tking up work withthe canal company and laer purchasing their own bots.
These families included the Mahers, Rowans, Dunnes, Hughes and Careys and i
addifion {0 these canal boat owners many other local men found employment as lock
Keepers, boat men and as loaders and unloaders of the canal boats in the local canal
harbour, These later workers were known as ‘ulkers’, Many Athy men worked

s crew members on the local canal boats and they ncluded men who were mastes,

engine men, deck hands or greasers.

During the Great Famine Athy, because of s locaton on the Grand Canal, was one
of the centres designated to store and distribute Indian meal imported from America
At the same time a number of Grand Canal storchouses were used as temporary

workhouses due to overcrowding in Athy’s work house.

Following the withdrawal of passenger boat services the Grand Canal continued to be
used for ransporting freight. Agriculfural produce, turf, malt and locally made bricks
were sent ffom Athy to Dublin, while on the return journey canal boats carried barrels
of Guinness with an amay of goods for loca shops. Following the setng up ofthe
sugar factpry in Carlow in 19...... trafic on the Grand Canal ncreased but by 1960
L trade oats werewihdrawn, bringng o an end o 170 yearsoffeight taffic o

the Grand Canal. |




